May/June 2026
Submission on the Disability Support Services Bill
Nothing about us without us
To the Social Services and Community Select Committee,

Tēnā koutou katoa.

My name is __________________________

My organisation is __________________________

I am:
· disabled / tāngata whaikaha / whānau hauā / carer / family member / support worker / community member/ service provider.
I am writing to oppose the Disability Support Services Bill and ask the Select Committee to reject the Bill in its current form.
The Bill does not reflect the views of disabled people, family carers, providers or the sector. It has been largely developed by officials without meaningful involvement from disabled people, whānau, carers, or the wider disability community. This is not aligned with the principles of good public policy development, where the people most impacted by legislation are usually actively involved in its design and development before it is introduced to Parliament and referred to Select Committee. It also does not uphold the rights of disabled people to be involved in the development of public policy and legislation that directly affects their lives. 
I do not believe this reflects the principles of partnership, participation, accessibility, and equity that New Zealand has committed to.
As a result of this flawed process, there are a number of areas within the Bill that do not appear to be right or sufficiently developed. These include the strong focus on “natural supports” and family caregiving expectations, the amount of important detail being left to secondary legislation and future policy settings, the lack of clear safeguards and rights protections, uncertainty around eligibility and access to support, insufficient transparency around decision-making processes, and the overall lack of reassurance for disabled people and families about how the system will operate in practice. These issues reinforce concerns that the Bill was developed without enough lived experience, sector expertise, and meaningful involvement from the disability community.
I am also deeply concerned about the extremely short timeframe for submissions. The sector was only given 19 days to respond to a complex and important Bill. Many disabled people face barriers accessing and understanding information, especially legal or technical documents. Some people need accessible formats, support people, interpreters, advocates, or simply more time to process information and prepare a response. This means many people who would have liked to make a submission did not have the time they needed.
This process feels rushed, inaccessible, and unfair. It feels like decisions are being made about disabled people without disabled people.
I ask the Select Committee to:
· Reject the Bill in its current form 
· Recommend that Disability Support Services redesign and redevelop the legislation properly alongside disabled people, whānau, carers, providers, and representative organisations 
· Ensure any future process is genuinely consistent with the principles of good public policy development 
· Allow adequate time, accessible information, and proper support so disabled people can fully participate in decisions that affect our lives 
Disabled people deserve legislation that is developed with us, not for us.


May/June 2026   Submission on the Disability Support Services Bill   Not hing about us with out us   To the Social Services and Community Select Committee,     Tēnā koutou katoa.     My name is __________________________     My organisation   is   __________________________     I am:      disabled / tāngata whaikaha / whānau hauā / carer / family member / support worker /  community member /   service provider .   I am writing to oppose the Disability Support Services Bill and ask the Select Committee  to reject the Bill in its current form.   The Bill   does not reflect the views of disabled people, family carers , providers or the  sector. It   has been   largely developed by officials without meaningful involvement from  disabled people, whānau, carers, or the wider disability community. This is not aligned  with the principles of good public policy development, where the people most  impacted by legislation   are usually actively involved in its design and development  before it is introduced to Parliament and referred to Select Committee. It also does not  uphold the rights of disabled people to be involved in the development of public policy  and legislation th at directly affects their lives.     I do not believe this reflects the principles of partnership, participation, accessibility,  and equity that New Zealand has committed to .   As a result of this flawed process, there are a number of areas within the Bill that do not  appear to be right or sufficiently developed. These include the strong focus on “natural  supports” and family caregiving expectations, the amount of important detai l being left  to secondary legislation and future policy settings, the lack of clear safeguards and  rights protections, uncertainty around eligibility and access to support, insufficient  transparency around decision - making processes, and the overall lack of   reassurance  for disabled people and families about how the system will operate in practice. These  issues reinforce concerns that the Bill was developed without enough lived experience,  sector expertise, and meaningful involvement from the disability commu nity.   I am also deeply concerned about the extremely short timeframe for submissions.  The  sector   was  only given 19 days to respond to a complex and important Bill. Many 

