May/June 2026
Submission on the Disability Support Services Bill
I Wanted to Participate Properly But Did Not Have Enough Time
To the Social Services and Community Select Committee,
Tēnā koutou katoa,
My name is __________________________.
I am:
· disabled / tāngata whaikaha / whānau hauā / carer / family member / support worker / community member 
I am writing to express my concern about the process used for the Disability Support Services Bill and the extremely short timeframe provided for submissions.
I wanted to participate properly in this process, but I did not have enough time.
This Bill is complex and important. It affects the lives, rights, supports, independence, and wellbeing of disabled people and families across Aotearoa New Zealand. I wanted the opportunity to read the Bill carefully, understand it properly, discuss it with others, think about its impacts, and prepare a meaningful submission.
I was not able to do that within the timeframe provided.
Many disabled people and family carers face barriers accessing and understanding complex legal and policy information. Some people need information in accessible formats, support from others to understand documents, interpreters, advocates, or simply more time to process information and respond.
Many family carers are also already exhausted and under pressure managing care responsibilities, work, appointments, and everyday life.
Nineteen days is not enough time for meaningful participation in legislation of this significance.
I do not believe this process reflects good public policy development or respects the rights of disabled people to be involved in decisions and legislation that directly affect our lives.
The Bill appears to have been largely developed by officials without meaningful involvement from disabled people and the wider disability community. Disabled people should have been actively involved in the design and development of the legislation before it was introduced to Parliament.
Instead, many people now feel rushed, excluded, overwhelmed, and unable to participate properly.
That is not genuine consultation.
I am concerned that many disabled people, whānau, carers, and community members who wanted to contribute meaningful feedback simply have not had the time, support, or accessibility required to do so.
I ask the Select Committee to:
· Reject the Bill in its current form 
· Extend the timeframe for consultation and engagement 
· Ensure disabled people are properly involved in redesigning the legislation 
· Provide accessible information and support so disabled people can participate meaningfully 
· Ensure future processes are consistent with the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
Disabled people deserve enough time and support to participate properly in decisions that affect their lives.
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